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Abstract

As noted in the Call for Papers (IRM, 2023), present day pluralistic societies have been formed, and are
being formed, by migration: ‘a topic of discussion, debate and dispute.’

One topic where discussion and debate can be said to be ‘significant by its absence’, is the exploration
of the sexual and reproductive health needs of young sanctuary seekers /young migrant people. For
young people who are seeking safety within receiving nations which are not their societies of origin,
their rights and needs in relation to meeting their individual sexual and reproductive health often are
not considered, are overlooked, or are ignored. Yet positive sexual and reproductive health are integral
to young people’s developing their individual identity; integral to processes of their self-positioning
among their peers, and with significant adults, and integral to their ability to form and maintain fulfilling
relationships. It is contended that attention paid to young sanctuary seekers’ rights and needs in this
regard can support their movement from merely surviving, to flourishing.

Young sanctuary seekers are a heterogeneous group, and thus the concept of intersectionality
(Crenshaw, 2015) including, but not limited to - age, gender, sexuality, displacement, vulnerability and
earlier life experiences - is requisite when supporting their sexual and reproductive health rights and
needs.

Drawing from a mapping study of existing research examining sanctuary seekers’ sexual and
reproductive health rights and needs (McDonald et al, 2023, forthcoming), and an exploration of the
likely needs of young Ukrainian sanctuary seekers in the UK (Cox et al, 2022), in this paper some of the
unanticipated and unaddressed challenges which young sanctuary seekers and their supporters may
face are explored and reviewed.
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